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M Dave Sceholl
REDACTED

Re: FPPC No. 08/0813; In the Matter of Michael Ceremello, Dave Scholl, and
Steve Alexander

Dear My Schotl:

The Fair Political Practices Commission ("Commiission”™) enforces the prcmszons of the
Potttical Reform Act ("Act”) found in Government Code Section 81000, and following.” ' The
Commussion has completed its mvestigation of the sworn complaint that was submitted asainst
vou for publications in Dixon's Independent Voice related to the November 2008 election to the
Dixon City Councile The complaint alleged that vou failed to disclose nonmonctary

confributions made to candidate Michae! Ceremello in the election.

There s msutficrent evidence i this matter to establhish a violation of the Act and we are
closmy this case without further action.

A contribution s i payment made for political purposes tor swhuch full and adequate
consideration iy pof recessvad. {Scufézsn N2Z0E5,0 subd dayy Contributions also come in the tonm of
goads or services provided tree of charge to g candidate or committee. and goeds or services
pro ided at adiscownt trom the fur market value o candidate or commiitee, unless the same

pseount 1s given in the regular course of business to mombers of the public. (Section $201500)
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You are the publisher of Dixon’s Independent Voice. This newspaper is published
weekly in Dixon and routinely carries news, articles and commentary of general interest, |
investigation revealed that the newspaper has published articles by Michuel Ceremello, a
volunteer writer, for more than 10 vears, 1t sas also estubhshed that Mr. Ceremetlo did not
receive compensation, nor did he pay the newspaper for pubhshing the articles. I this matter,
My Ceremello wrote several editorials that were published in Dixen's Independent Voice from
August 2008 through October 2008 related to the November election. Since Rixun’s
Independent Votee 1s a regulurly published newspaper which routinely carnies news, articles and
commentary of general interest, the publication of the articles were not contributions under the
Act. Assuch, Dixon's Independent Voice did not make contributions to Mr. Ceremelio.
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The Commission publishes forms and manuals to facilitate compliance with the provisions
of the Act and provides guidance regarding filing obligations over the telephone and through
written advice. Pleasce call the Commission’s Technical Assistance Division at 1-866-273.3772 or
visit our website at www. fppe.ca.zov it you need assistance.

Sincerely,

REDACTED .

MELLONIE YANGD
Assistant Chief
Enforcement Division
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